
Team News

PIB Weekly News 
www.usd259.org/robinson/PIB November 5, 2021

Numerous students are coming to school 
with their iPads NOT CHARGED.  Please 
make sure students are charging at night 
(especially Sunday night).  Thank you for 
your help!

Two community service opportunities 
were added to page 2!  We will be
delivering Veterans Day Thank You cards 
to the VA hospital next week.  Students 
can make at least 3 cards for 1 hour.  They 
can make more, but only 1 hour will be 
given.  The second opportunity is to sign 
up for to help at the Turkey Trot outside of 
Ms. Polson’s classroom.  

Please see the flyer below for Heights High 
School’s Astronomy Family Event.  They 
will have the Kansas Astronomical 
Observers bring out their big telescopes so 
we can look at the night sky. They also 
have science exhibits and activities all up 
and down the science hall for people to 
look at, and participate in. This includes 
rocket propulsion demos, flame tests, 
microscopes, gravity demos, water bottle 
rockets and much more! There will also be 
some concessions for sale to benefit our 
new Science Olympiad team. 

Have questions about homework? The 
Homework Hotline is here to help! 
Students at all grade levels who have 
questions about their assignments can call 
or email the Homework Hotline. The 
Homework Hotline is open Monday 
through Thursday from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Call for help: 973-4411. 

Need help with math homework?  
Carnegie has developed a website to give 
hints to all practice problems.  Visit  
https://livehint.com/ for help with practice 
problems in the homework. 

Absent?  Contact Maria Colchado 
(mcolchado@usd259.net) in the office.  
Also, just a reminder, if you are planning 
on being absent please let the teachers 
know so we can give you the work ahead 
of time. Remember for school excused 
absences (athletics, music, NAL, IB 
shadowing, etc) all work is due the day you 
return. 

Make sure you are checking 
Parent/Student Vue to see your current 
grades. Please contact any teacher if you 
have questions, thank you for your 
support!
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Community Service

Submit Community 
Service Hours Online

6th Grade:  15 Hours
7th Grade:  20 Hours
8th Grade:  25 Hours

Students need to submit the 
form and be logged in to 
their District Microsoft 

Account.
Submission Form

Know of a Community 
Service Opportunity?  

Email Denise Van Horn at 
dvanhorn@usd259.net to 
include on this page.  

United Way has a website that lists volunteer 

opportunities for teens.  For more information, 

visit http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a 

website (www.volunteerkansas.org) for 

people who want to find exciting and useful 

ways to engage in their community.  Students 

can browse opportunities to volunteer by 

location or by their interests.

Robinson Foundation Concessions
We're looking for student and parent 
volunteers for concessions at sporting 

events. Would it be a good item for the 
newsletter? Link to sign up is 

here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/2
0F0E49AAAC28AAFA7-robinson

https://www.usd259.org/Page/11952
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F20F0E49AAAC28AAFA7-robinson&data=04%7C01%7Cdvanhorn%40usd259.net%7C942ef4f600b84e393d5e08d981bbeb07%7C4c8e5fff833944f18c5a7cf5e537e6da%7C0%7C0%7C637683467998609880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Nc%2BqWP4h%2BZ1ayycUQ08xmgZ0pYu1q1ujwtjBz2V8qPs%3D&reserved=0


This week's focus is measurement and how 
to convert from one form to another in 
several ways. Students are doing a good job 
about asking questions on their homework 
to help their learning. Please encourage 
your child to work on Mathia on their own 
for about an hour a week or more at 
home. It builds their ability to solve their 
own problems and read to learn on their 
own. Thank you for your support!

For my entry this week, I want to take a minute to update you on what we are doing and why. You haven't seen 
grade changes recently due to the experiment-a-day format. We were investigating and now students have 
submitted their answers on writing and high-level test questions to show what they learned. The results will be in 
the gradebook by Monday, Nov. 8 if all goes according to plan (fingers crossed).
Students who wish to improve their scores on the Body Systems Standard will be given a choice board. Please take 
the time to strategize if a student wants to work for a higher score. Both your child and I value your opinions and 
expertise!
I also wanted to warn you that there are several units that the district wants me to cover, such as water and 
weather, that do not have gradable standards attached. I plan to do one of those topics, and then teach and 
evaluate a topic with a grade that affects the overall score. In that way we can learn the necessary concepts but 
still make progress that shows on the overall score. Thank you for your patience as we move through the units. I'll 
try to put on some work habits scores to show you how well your child is keeping up with the workload.

Students will be reading two more texts and 
preparing for writing an essay over how animals 
and people help each other.

We are studying the geographical features of 
Egypt and their impact on the development of 
Egyptian society.

In the coming week students will talk and 
write about activities that they like and compare 
their preferences with others. Towards the end 
of the week students will ask and answer a 
few questions to get to know another person 
using their Spanish.

Students will continue in their textbook on Unit 2 
– Animal as Allies. We will be spending a few 
days talking about gratitude and thankfulness.

Students will continue working Ratios. Students 
needing extra help are encouraged to work on 
Mathia at home. Mathia helps students become 
problem solvers as they are working through the 
program on their own.

In the coming week students will talk and write 
about activities that they like and compare their 
preferences with others. Towards the end of the 
week students will ask and answer a few 
questions to get to know another person using 
their Spanish.

NaNoWriMo is here and as a class we have over 
7% of our goal. There will be many days of no 
school, so find time at home to add to your 
novel. Speeches went very well last week; more 
public speaking in the future. Language: 
continuing to look at pronouns.

Moving back to algebraic thinking, we are 
evaluating expressions with exponents, 
combining like terms, and looking for equivalent 
expressions.

Please complete unfinished Delta math work.



In the coming week students will talk 
and write about their opinions on different foods 
and dishes. Toward the end of the week, they 
will write an original poem in Spanish about one 
of their family members and the foods and 
activities that they associate with that person.

We are learning about physical properties and 
how they can be used to determine that a 
chemical reaction has occurred.

This week, we will wrap up the science fiction 
unit. We are currently reading "Harrison 
Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut.

This week, we move into Module 5: Constructing 
and Measuring. Topic 1 will take us into Angles 
and Triangles.

Students will continue with our research unit. 
They will be narrowing their topics, examining 
credible sources, and taking notes.

Students should be studying for a political map 
quiz on Wednesday as well as completing 
research and a current event for one Latin 
American country due on Tuesday.

In the coming week students will 
talk and write about their opinions on different 
foods and dishes. Toward the end of 
the week, they will write an original poem in 
Spanish about one of their family members and 
the foods and activities that they associate with 
that person.

This week, the 7th graders will begin wrapping 
up our science fiction as social commentary unit 
with “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut.

After completing a Level 4.0 project last week, 
Math 7+ students will begin a unit on Angles 
next week. If they have a personal compass at 
home, they may bring it to school to use 
throughout this unit. Students needing extra 
help can utilize Mathia or the Homework Hotline 
at 316-973-4411.

Students will continue working on Module 5 
Topic 1:  Angles and Triangles. Any student 
needing extra help is encouraged to utilize 
Mathia or call the Homework Hotline 
after school at 973-4411. they can login to the 
class team to attend class. Please let me know if 
you have any questions or concerns.



Next week students will learn about an 
innovative way of getting books to children who 
live in a rural community in Colombia. They will 
also write and talk about how their school 
schedules compare to the schedule of students 
in Ecuador.

Students are developing models to show the 
earth, sun, moon system and use them to 
demonstrate the causes for seasons, day and 
night, moon phases, and eclipses.

Students will continue with our research 
unit. They will be narrowing their topics, 
examining credible sources, and taking notes.

Please note—students need to have their copy 
of Fahrenheit 451 in class by Monday, November 
15. I will be sending information via email.

Type Text Here

This coming week, the eighth graders will 
continue finding and evaluating sources and 
collecting information. 

Algebra students have recently completed the 
Systems of Equations unit and will embark upon 
an enrichment project in which they apply their 
knowledge to entrepreneurship in a Shark Tank 
simulation! More information to come next 
week.

We have added theorems: base angles of an 
isosceles, AAS, and HA. We have lloked at the 
rules of special triangles: 30-60-90 & 45-45-90. 
Students should be constructing 6 solids in 
Minecraft and learning the tools of the App 
TinkerCAD.

Please complete Delta work and Mathia.

Students will continue working on our Systems 
of Equations Supplemental Unit by solving by 
graphing, substitution and learning about linear 
combination.  Any student needing extra help 
is encouraged to utilize Mathia or call 
the Homework Hotline after school at 973-
4411. Please let me know if you have any 
questions or concerns.
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8th Grade High School Information

8th Grade Presentations
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Technology Information

Google Classroom Microsoft Teams

Berry, Kathleen 

6th Grade Math & Science

Brown, Kristin

6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Jenney, Charles 

7th and  8th Grade Science

Sims, Katherine 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Taylor, Mike

6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Flores, Tara

6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Johnson, Cathy

6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Lavacek, Molly 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Polson, Elizabeth 

6th Grade Spanish

Rowley, Michele 

7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Sinsel, Jennifer 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Van Horn. Denise 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Important Usernames
Passwords will be what the student sets for 

their account

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil ID

Microsoft 0365 & Teams:

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Student Email Address:

firstname.lastname@students.usd259.net

Student Vue

Username:  pupil ID

Google Classroom

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Verizon Innovative Learning provides free 

technology, access ad innovative learning 

programs that transforms the learning experience. 

Visit https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-

vils/home to learn more information.

https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-vils/home
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Microsoft Teams Settings

Team Meeting Settings

• Update Preferences:  Click on the image in the 

upper right hand corner.

• Change Picture:  Add either a picture of yourself or 

Btmoji so that when your camera is off, we can identify 

you.  

• Settings:  A few settings you may want to update:

• Click on Edit for Meetings, and change your 

meeting chat notifications to mute so that 

during the meeting notifications do not pop up.

Completing Assignments in Teams
Teacher Assigns A Document to Edit

Open in Microsoft/Download:  Complete the assignment as 

normal.  You will need to save the document to your One Drive, 

then add a the file to the assignment to turn it in. When you are 

ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right corner.

OR 

Open Online: Complete the assignment as normal.  Close page 

when assignment is completed, your file will save automatically 

to your SharePoint.  If you need access later, you can find it in 

the assignment or in the files tab in the Teams App. When you 

are ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right 

corner.



Page 9

Virtual Class Meeting Expectations

Microsoft Teams Meeting/Class Expectations (SRG Employability Skills)

1. Do NOT join the meeting until the organizer has started the meeting.

2. Attend class in an environment conducive to your learning (sitting up, dressed for school, 

minimal distractions) and supplies ready.  

3. We encourage you to have your camera on during direct instruction and interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a school appropriate background when your camera is on.  During work 

time you may turn your camera off.

4. Use appropriate language with written and oral communications. Keep your comments 

respectful, clean and focused on class. 

5. Only use the “chat” feature when directed to during class time.  The chat is your classroom, 

think of it as what you would say if you were to raise your hand in class.  

6. Follow appropriate social media and computer/device usage etiquette as a student of 

Wichita Public Schools. 

7. Please refrain from any “silly” activity during class time that may detract from the short time 

we have together each week (e.g. costumes, silly backgrounds, turning your screen upside 

down, etc.). If you engage in inappropriate behavior, you will be referred to Robinson 

Administration and your parents will be contacted. 

8. Please be aware that all digital information you enter can be read by district personnel. 

Nothing is private.

What is a Microsoft Team?

Each of your teams is a “separate classroom” where your teacher 

will post class announcements, materials, assignments, 

everything you will need for that class.

The General Channel will be used for teacher posts and 

announcement.  Each student should respond with an emoji only 

to indicate they have read the post.

The Questions Channel will be used if you have 

academic/procedural questions about the class, you can ask 

them on the Questions Channel.  Your questions are important to 

us. Please ask non-personal questions here. Personal questions 

should be emailed to your teacher.

Some teachers may be using Microsoft Teams for online classes.  To access 

Microsoft Teams through the Rapid Identity portal, you will need to sign in with 

your studentid@usd259.net and your district password. You can download the 

teams app on your computer or phone/tablet or use access on the web. 
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Microsoft Teams Meetings Tips
Participants

See who is in the 

meeting

Settings
To change setting 

when you are in the 

meeting.

Microphone On/Off
Enter the meeting with 

your microphone off.  

Turn on when you 

need to talk to 

teacher.

Leave Meeting
When the class is over 

use this button.

Chat
Only use the “chat” 

feature when directed 

to during class time.  

The chat is your 

classroom, think of it 

as what you would say 

if you were to raise 

your hand in class

Raise Hand
To indicate you have a 

question for your 

teacher

Camera On/Off
We encourage you to 

have your camera on 

during direct 

instruction and 

interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a 

school appropriate 

background when your 

camera is on.  During 

work time you may 

turn your camera off

Share Screen
Only share your 

screen if your teacher 

has asked you to.

Team Meeting Settings

Device Settings: If you need to change your camera or microphone 

settings

Gallery/Large Gallery/Together Mode: Different views available to 

see your teacher and classmates.

Apply background effects: You can blur your background or apply a 

filter for when your camera is on.

Turn on live captions: Live captions and subtitles for the event you are 

viewing.
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USD 259 District Calendar
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PIB Contact Information

http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib
The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) will be posted.  

The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events for the following week.  To 

access classroom websites you will need to use your Parent/Student Vue account.

If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 

note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600.

Berry, Kathleen 
6th Grade Math & Science

Email:  kberry@usd259.net

Brown, Kristin
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Email:  kbrown12@usd259.net

Flores, Tara
6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Email:  tflores@usd259.net

Jenney, Charles 
7th and  8th Grade Science

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net

Johnson, Cathy
6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Email:  cjohnson14@usd259.net

Lavacek, Molly 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net

Polson, Elizabeth 
6th Grade Spanish

Email:  epolson@usd259.net

Rowley, Michele 
7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net

Sims, Katherine 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  ksims@usd259.net

Sinsel, Jennifer 
7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net

Taylor, Mike
6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net

Van Horn. Denise 
Team Leader

7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net

Website


